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T
hin films of semiconductor nanoc-
rystals (NCs) are emerging as an im-
portant class of materials for elec-

tronic and optoelectronic devices such as

field-effect transistors,1–7

photodetectors,8–11 light-emitting

diodes,12–16 metamaterials,17–19 and solar

cells.20,21 The discovery of efficient multiple

exciton generation (MEG) by single pho-

tons in lead chalcogenide NCs22,23 and in

films of electronically coupled NCs24 has ini-

tiated an intense effort to build NC photo-

voltaic devices that exhibit external quan-

tum efficiencies substantially greater than

100% at wavelengths relevant to solar en-

ergy conversion. Calculations show that so-

lar cells utilizing single MEG absorbers can

be up to 44% efficient at one sun, compared

to �33% for cells utilizing conventional ab-

sorbers.25 The potential for high device effi-

ciency and inexpensive fabrication drives

the development of NC solar cells.

Here we describe the structural, optical,

and electrical properties of uniform and

conductive films of PbSe NCs fabricated by

a layer-by-layer (LbL) dip-coating method.

In this method, a monolayer of NCs is de-

posited on a substrate by dip-coating and

then washed in 1,2-ethanedithiol (EDT) in

acetonitrile to remove the electrically insu-

lating oleic acid molecules that originally

solubilize the NCs. Large-area, crack-free NC

films are readily produced by repeating

this procedure until the desired film thick-

ness is attained. We have recently used

these films to construct NC solar cells exhib-

iting large short-circuit current densities

(�24 mA cm�2).26 In order to improve

these devices, we seek a basic understand-

ing of the properties of the EDT-treated
LbL PbSe NC films.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Spin-Cast NC Films. To elucidate the effect

of the EDT treatment on PbSe NC solids,
we first prepared a series of 450-nm-thick
films by spin-coating a 380 mg mL�1 solu-
tion of NCs in octane onto various sub-
strates. Spin-coating yields NC superlattices
characterized by strong PbSe 220 texture in
wide-angle X-ray scattering (WAXS) pat-
terns and multiple sharp reflections in
small-angle X-ray scattering (SAXS) pat-
terns, similar to films made by Talapin and
Murray by drop-casting.4 As-made NC films
were compared with films treated in EDT
using Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spec-
troscopy, WAXS and SAXS, X-ray photoelec-
tron spectroscopy (XPS), optical absorption
spectroscopy, and scanning electron mi-
croscopy (SEM).

Soaking spin-cast NC films in 0.1 M EDT
in acetonitrile for several minutes
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ABSTRACT We describe the structural, optical, and electrical properties of high-quality films of PbSe

nanocrystals fabricated by a layer-by-layer (LbL) dip-coating method that utilizes 1,2-ethanedithiol (EDT) as an

insolubilizing agent. Comparative characterization of nanocrystal films made by spin-coating and by the LbL

process shows that EDT quantitatively displaces oleic acid on the PbSe surface, causing a large volume loss that

electronically couples the nanocrystals while severely degrading their positional and crystallographic order of the

films. Field-effect transistors based on EDT-treated films are moderately conductive and ambipolar in the dark,

becoming p-type and 30 – 60 times more conductive under 300 mW cm�2 broadband illumination. The nanocrystal

films oxidize rapidly in air to yield, after short air exposures, highly conductive p-type solids. The LbL process

described here is a general strategy for producing uniform, conductive nanocrystal films for applications in

optoelectronics and solar energy conversion.
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quantitatively removes oleate from the surface of the

nanocrystals (Figure 1).29 This reaction probably occurs

via the nucleophilic attack of oleate by EDT, followed

by Pb�S bond formation and desorption of oleic acid,

or by the dissociative adsorption of EDT on the NC sur-

face to yield adsorbed HS(CH2)2S� and hydrogen,

again followed by desorption of oleic acid (see Figure

S3). As a result of oleate removal, the NCs move closer

together, the NC superlattice becomes disordered, and

the films crack extensively (Figure 2). WAXS shows that

the NC size is unchanged by the EDT treatment (Figure

3). A decrease in the intensity of the PbSe 220 peak in

WAXS patterns indicates that the NCs tilt and rotate as

the layers of NCs within the film
buckle from the loss of oleate. We
estimate that oleate accounts for
30 – 40% of the original film
volume.

The surface coverage of EDT is
fairly high on EDT-treated films
that are protected from air. XPS
shows substantial sulfur at the film
surface after exposure to EDT (Fig-
ure 4), and the C�H stretch signal
in the FTIR spectra is as strong as
expected for quantitative replace-
ment of oleate with EDT (Figure 1).
The absence of the S�H stretch
at �2550 cm�1 suggests that ad-
sorbed EDT exists as
ethanedithiolate31,32 bound in a
bidentate fashion either on single
NCs or between NCs. Furthermore,
the sulfur 2p3/2 X-ray photoelec-
tron peak at 161.5 eV is character-
istic of bound thiolate rather than
the free C�S�H moiety.33 XPS
depth profiles measure sulfur in
the film at a concentration of 3.3
� 0.35 atom % (Figure S6). The
relatively high coverage of EDT im-

plies that the PbSe NC films might have a low density

of unpassivated surface states. However, our electrical

measurements, discussed below, show that carrier traps

dominate the electrical behavior of the films.

Removal of the insulating oleate and the concomi-

tant decrease in the nanocrystal spacing triggers a

Mott-type insulator-to-conductor transition34 that has

a marked effect on the optical absorption of the spin-

cast films. Figure 5 shows that the EDT treatment causes

the first excitonic transition of the nanocrystals to red-

shift by 86 nm (27 meV). At the same time, absorbance

is enhanced across most of the spectrum such that the

film color changes from a translucent brown, character-

Figure 1. FTIR spectra of 450-nm-thick spin-cast PbSe NC films before and after EDT treatment. (a)
The C�H and S�H stretch region. Treated films retain 12–14% of the C�H intensity of untreated
films. Quantitative exchange of oleate by EDT would be expected to lower the C�H intensity to ap-
proximately 12% of its original intensity (4 C�H bonds in EDT versus 33 C�H bonds in oleic acid). Ex-
posing treated films to air for 5 min results in a further 3�6-fold loss of C�H intensity because of de-
sorption of EDT (see the section on film oxidation in the text). Note the absence of S�H signal at
�2550 cm�1 in the spectrum of the treated films. (b) Survey spectra, acquired in air. The treated, air-
exposed film retains only 2% of the C�H signal of the untreated film. Spectra of the as-made PbSe
films are very similar to those of oleate-capped cobalt NCs made by Wu et al.30 At the bottom is a so-
dium oleate spectrum for reference. See Figure S5 for reference spectra of EDT and ethanethiol.

Figure 2. Microstructure of the spin-cast NC films before and after EDT treatment. (a) SAXS data, showing a �16 Å decrease
in the spacing between the NCs and a dramatic loss of superlattice order upon EDT treatment. Measurements were taken in
air. (b,c) Plan-view SEM images of (b) an untreated film and (c) a treated film. Untreated films have a peak-to-valley rough-
ness of �75 nm. Scale bars � 1 �m.
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istic of the isolated nanocrystals, to a dull gray. In prin-

ciple, the red-shift and the enhanced absorbance could

arise from changes in (i) the physical or the “electronic”

size35 of the NCs, (ii) the effective dielectric constant at

the surface of the NCs, (iii) radiative electronic coupling

between NCs, and (iv) the degree of wavefunction over-

lap between NCs (i.e., nonradiative electronic cou-

pling).36 The first mechanism is ruled out by our X-ray

diffraction data (Figure 3) and by absorption spectra

showing that no red-shift occurs when oleic acid is re-

placed by octadecanethiol on the surface of the NCs in

solution. To estimate the impact of the second and third

mechanisms, we calculated changes in oscillator

strength and dipole–induced dipole coupling due to

loss of oleate and densification of the NC film (see Sup-

porting Information). Using reasonable assumptions,

we find that the enhanced absorbance is largely ac-

counted for by an increase in the dielectric constant of

the surrounding medium, whereas the red-shift is likely

caused by a combination of strengthened dipole–

induced dipole interactions and wavefunction delocal-

ization, which is consistent with the large increase in DC

conductivity upon EDT treatment (see below).

LbL NC Films. Whereas spin-coating yields disordered

PbSe NC superlattices, LbL dip-coating produces glassy

nanocrystal solids with little translational or crystallo-

graphic order evident by SEM or X-ray scattering. The

NCs pack irregularly in the LbL films and form only small

ordered domains (Figure 6a). The absence of signifi-

cant peaks in SAXS patterns confirms that little

medium-range order exists (Figure 7). Furthermore,

wide-angle scattering patterns of the LbL films re-

semble PbSe powder patterns, indicating that the NCs

are crystallographically isotropic (Figure 7 inset). This is

in contrast to the spin-cast films, which show strong 220

texture. WAXS shows that EDT exposure during the

LbL process does not alter the NC size. In addition, the

LbL films and the spin-cast films have comparable FTIR
spectra (Figure S7).

The LbL films and spin-cast films also have similar
absorption spectra. Spectra of LbL films and spin-cast
films of comparable thickness are nearly identical in
shape, although the red-shift of the first exciton in the
LbL films is usually somewhat smaller (20 –24 meV
rather than 24 –27 meV for the spin-cast films; Figure
8). The smaller red-shift may reflect the somewhat less
ordered and less dense NC packing of the LbL films.

Electrical Measurements. Field-effect transistors (FETs)
made from the LbL films and the spin-cast films treated
with EDT behave identically, showing a dark conductiv-
ity of 5 � 10�5 S cm�1 and ambipolar gating (Figure
9). Interestingly, the source�drain current of these de-
vices, ID, exhibits dramatic time dependence after a
change in gate voltage, VG. For example, a positive step
in gate voltage causes ID of the device in Figure 9 to
spike and then decay exponentially to near its zero-
gate current with a characteristic time constant of 5–7
s. Some ID overshoot also occurs. The ID transients asso-
ciated with negative steps in VG are well characterized
by two decay constants, 0.5–1.5 s and 9 –13 s. If smaller
steps in VG are used, ID decays more quickly and over-
shoots less strongly or not at all. Although the exact val-
ues of the time constants vary somewhat from device
to device, the overall behavior was fully reproducible
across 25 EDT-treated devices prepared by either
method. In all cases, the steady-state drain currents are
independent of VG (that is, ID(VG � �30 V) � ID(VG � 30 V) �

ID(VG � 0 V)), as if the gate field is completely screened by
mobile charges in the FET channel. The time depen-
dence of ID prevents us from determining accurate val-
ues for the mobility of carriers in these films. As a check
on the FET substrates and setup, we tested FETs made
from spin-coated poly(3-hexyl)thiophene (P3HT), a well-
characterized hole-conducting polymer.37,38 The P3HT
FETs showed stable current switching with changes in
VG (Figure S9). This rules out the possibility that prob-
lems with the setup (e.g., parasitic gate currents due to
low-quality gate oxide) cause the current transients. In-
stead, the transients must result from trap charging
and/or charge redistribution within the NC films or at
the NC/oxide interface in response to steps in the ap-
plied gate field.

We modified the surface of the gate oxide in two
ways in an effort to stop the ID transients. First, the sub-
strates were thoroughly dehydrated prior to NC deposi-
tion by heating them to 250 °C for 8 h in a glovebox.
This procedure eliminates any surface-bound water
layer39 that may act to trap charge at the NC/oxide in-
terface; such a layer is suspected of causing significant
ID hysteresis in carbon nanotube FETs and ZnO nano-
wire FETs.40–43 However, the use of dehydrated sub-
strates had no effect on the ID transients of our PbSe
NC FETs. Second, the substrates were treated with hex-
amethyldisilazane (HMDS) prior to NC deposition by ex-

Figure 3. WAXS patterns of a spin-cast PbSe NC film before
and after EDT treatment. Peaks index to rock-salt PbSe. The
diameter of these NCs was determined to be 6.7 nm using
the Scherrer equation for spherical particles. Measurements
were made in air. A standard PbSe powder diffraction pat-
tern is shown at the bottom.
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posing them to HMDS vapor or liquid at 130 °C for 2 h

in a closed vessel. This procedure replaces the polar

silanol-terminated SiO2 surface with a hydrophobic

trimethylsilyl-terminated surface,44 which should re-

duce the density of charge traps, such as silanol groups

('SiOH), at the silicon oxide surface. An increase in

the contact angle of deionized water from 45 � 5° to

83 � 7° confirmed the efficacy of the HMDS proce-

dure,45 yet using HMDS-treated substrates also did not

affect the ID transients of the PbSe FETs.

We tentatively conclude, on the basis of the totality

of the gate screening and the ineffectiveness of modifi-

cations to the surface of the gate oxide, that the ID tran-

sients are caused by screening of the gate voltage by

charges either injected into the SiO2 itself or trapped on

the layer of NCs immediately adjacent to the oxide sur-

face. Other scenarios, such as charge trapping in the

bulk of the NC film, would screen only part of the field

and probably cannot explain our observations.

The PbSe NC FETs were also measured while illumi-

nated by a broadband tungsten lamp in order to mimic

solar cell operating conditions. At a light intensity of

300 mW cm�2, the films become 30 – 60 times more

conductive and switch from ambipolar to p-type behav-

Figure 4. XPS analysis of untreated (red), EDT-treated (blue), and EDT-treated, air-exposed PbSe NC films (gray). Untreated
films were measured without exposure to air. EDT-treated films were treated in 0.1 M EDT for several seconds and measured
without exposure to air. Air-exposed films were treated in EDT and then exposed to air for 5 min. Untreated films show oxy-
gen peaks at 532.1 and 530.8 eV, assigned to carboxylate oxygen atoms in two different surface-binding modes. The small
carbon peak at 287.8 eV in the spectrum of the untreated film is assigned to the carboxylate (�COO�) of the adsorbed ole-
ate. The simultaneous disappearance of oxygen, reduction of carbon, and enhancement of lead and selenium on EDT-treated
films is consistent with removal of the oleate ligand shell. Moreover, EDT-treated films show increased sulfur 2s and 2p sig-
nals, indicating that EDT adsorbs to the nanocrystals. Exposure of EDT-treated films to air for several minutes results in the
appearance of a large amount of oxygen, small decreases in the lead and selenium signals, and loss of surface sulfur (see the
section on film oxidation in the text). Oxygen peaks at 530.8 and 529.0 eV and the Pb shoulder at high binding energy are in-
dicative of Pb(OH)2 and PbOx. A small amount of Se4� is also present, probably as SeO3

2� or SeO2.
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ior, with ION/IOFF � 8 (Figure 10). In addition, the time

constants for ID decay shorten to �1 s for both posi-

tive and negative steps in VG, reflecting the larger num-

ber of free carriers available to fill traps within the illu-

minated films.

Oxidation of the NC Films. EDT-treated films, whether

spin-cast or dip-coated, rapidly oxidize when exposed

to air because the NC surfaces are not well protected by

adsorbed EDT. Brief exposure to air results in the elimi-

nation of EDT from the film surface, as evident in both

the reduction of C�H stretch intensity in FTIR spectra

(Figure 1) and the loss of sulfur signal in XP spectra (Fig-

ure 4). We speculate that the EDT surface complex is hy-

drolyzed in air via the reaction shown in Scheme 1, illus-

trated here with EDT bound in a bidentate

configuration to a single NC.

FTIR spectra indeed show the appearance of a small

O�H band after air exposure, but it seems too weak

for EDT loss to occur exclusively by Scheme 1. A sec-

ond possibility is that adsorbed EDT is oxidized and lost

Figure 5. Optical absorption spectra of a spin-cast film be-
fore and after EDT treatment. Spectra were acquired in an in-
ert atmosphere using an integrating sphere. A spectrum of
the nanocrystals in tetrachloroethylene solution is also
shown. Accurate measurements require that the samples
be protected from air because the EDT-treated films oxidize
in air within minutes (see Figure 12). The full width at half-
maximum of the first exciton is 44 meV in each case.

Figure 6. SEM images of PbSe NC films prepared by layer-
by-layer dip-coating onto ITO substrates. (a) Plan view. Scale
bar � 50 nm. (b) Cross section. Scale bar � 100 nm. All the
LbL films studied in this paper were produced using 10 –20
dip-coating cycles. See Figure S8 for a large-area SEM view of
a typical film.

Figure 7. SAXS patterns of a typical LbL film and a spin-cast
film treated with EDT. The inset displays the WAXS patterns.
A standard PbSe powder diffraction pattern is shown at the
bottom.

Figure 8. Optical absorption spectra of a typical LbL PbSe
NC film and a spin-cast film before and after EDT treatment,
acquired with an integrating sphere in an air-free cell. The
LbL film and EDT-treated spin-cast film are �110 nm thick.
The LbL film shows an intermediate red-shift (to 1986 nm,
versus 2000 nm for the spin-cast film) and otherwise re-
sembles the EDT-treated spin-cast film.

Scheme 1. Hydrolysis of adsorbed ethanedithiolate on PbSe
{100}.
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as a cyclic disulfide rather than the dithiol. XPS analysis
of films exposed to air for 5 min reveals that oxygen is
bound primarily to lead, probably as a mixture of lead
oxides and hydroxides (Figure 4 and Table 1). Small
amounts of SeO3

2� (or SeO2) and a carboxylate spe-
cies also appear on the surface. The presence of ad-
sorbed water, molecular oxygen, and other species can-
not be ruled out by these XPS data. Our results are in
agreement with past studies of PbSe surface
oxidation.46,47

XPS depth profiles reveal that the interior of the NC
films is significantly different from their outer surface
(Figure 11). While the surface of films exposed to air for
5 min is devoid of sulfur, their interior contains 1.7 �

0.8 atom % sulfur, about half of the sulfur XP intensity
measured for films freshly treated with EDT (see Figure
S6). Short air exposures therefore do not remove all of
the EDT adsorbed within the films. Oxygen is found
within the air-exposed films at a concentration of 2.7
� 1.6 atom %, which is substantially higher than the
0.55 � 0.4 atom % oxygen in fresh EDT-treated films but
6 times lower than at the surface of air-exposed films.
An oxygen-rich surface layer is to be expected on the

basis of simple gas diffusion considerations. Neverthe-

less, the oxygen concentration at depth is probably un-

derestimated because of preferential sputtering of oxy-

gen by the ion beam during depth profiling. Similar

considerations apply to carbon (and maybe sulfur): one

must be cautious in quantifying carbon in depth pro-

files because of the tendency of organic adsorbates to

be damaged and removed from the surface by the sput-

ter beam, resulting in erroneously low carbon concen-

trations. Note that the sulfur loading in the fresh EDT-

treated films may also be underestimated by the depth

profiles. With this caveat in mind, we interpret the null

carbon signal within the film in Figure 11 to mean only

that air exposure reduces the carbon content of the

EDT-treated films (which themselves show only 1.7 �

0.9 atom % carbon, almost certainly an underestimate).

Taken as a whole, the XPS data indicate that air expo-

sure partially removes sulfur and carbon while adding

oxygen, consistent with substantial EDT loss and sur-

face oxidation throughout the air-exposed films.

Oxidation also has a major impact on the optical

and electrical properties of the films. Air exposure re-

sults in a marked blue-shift and weakening of the first

excitonic transition in absorption spectra, indicating a

reduction in inter-NC coupling and NC size (Figure 12a).

Figure 9. Behavior of spin-cast PbSe NC FETs treated with
EDT. (a) Time dependence of ID as a function of VG in the
dark. The gate voltage was cycled between –30 and �30 V
using 30 V steps every 3 min. VDS � 10 V. Also shown are
data for the same FET after it was exposed to air for 5 min
(see text). Similar behavior is seen with 1 and 10 V steps in
VG. (b) Transfer characteristics of the EDT-treated FET, show-
ing ambipolar conduction (L � 23 �m, W � 2100 �m, t �
75 nm). See Figure S10 for SEM images of this device.

Figure 10. Behavior of a PbSe NC FET under 300 mW cm�2

illumination by a tungsten lamp. (a) Time trace using 30 V
gate voltage steps. (b) Transfer characteristics of the device
in the light (L � 23 �m, W � 2100 �m, t � 60 � 10 nm).
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Untreated films do not show a blue-shift on this time

scale. Furthermore, air-exposed films become 1500 –

5000 times more conductive and switch from ambipo-

lar to p-type behavior, with ION/IOFF � 1 (Figure 12b).

We find this large increase in conductivity upon air ex-

posure detrimental to the performance of solar cells

employing these films.

CONCLUSIONS
Layer-by-layer dip-coating using 1,2-ethanedithiol

produces uniform and conductive PbSe nanocrystal

films with excellent control of the film thickness over

large areas. Compared to spin-coating and drop-

casting, LbL assembly is tedious but avoids the forma-

tion of cracks and other film defects that frustrate the

reproducible construction of solar cells from NC solids.

EDT exchanges quantitatively for oleate, producing

FETs that are moderately conductive and ambipolar in

the dark, becoming p-type and 30 – 60 times more con-

ductive under 300 mW cm�2 broadband illumination.

We find little difference in the electrical behavior of

films made by LbL and by spin-coating, despite the

greater degree of crystallinity and texturing in the spin-

cast NC films. Complete compensation of VG in the

PbSe NC FETs is probably caused by screening of the

gate voltage by charges either injected into the SiO2 it-

self or trapped on the layer of NCs adjacent to the ox-

ide surface. These time-dependent drain currents pre-

clude the determination of the carrier mobilities of

these films. EDT-treated PbSe NC films oxidize rapidly

in air to yield, after short air exposures, highly conduc-
tive p-type solids. It is likely that longer air exposures

convert the films to insulating PbSe/PbO1-x or PbSe/Pb-

SeO3 core–shell NC solids.

There is insufficient evidence to claim, as others re-

cently have,48 that EDT acts to covalently interlink the

nanocrystals in the solid. Dithiols are widely reported to

readily cross-link noble metal49–52 and metal chalco-

genide NCs.35,53–56 In the case of our EDT-treated films,

however, the absence of S�H FTIR signal cannot be

used to differentiate between bidentate bonding on

single NCs and bridging between NCs. If EDT does act

as a linker, its direct role in enhancing the electrical con-

ductivity of NC films is dubious because it lacks conju-

gation, which is vital for through-bond conduction.55,57

In fact, we have fabricated NC solar cells exhibiting

short-circuit currents of 18 mA cm�2 from LbL PbSe

films fabricated using methylamine, a molecule that

cannot bridge NCs. This shows that (i) the LbL process

TABLE 1. XPS Surface Composition (Atom %) of the PbSe
NC Films Before Depth Profiling

film C 1s O 1s S 2s Pb 4f Se 3d

as-made 70.6 7.8 0 11.1 10.5
EDT-treated 27.3 0.9 5.0 35.4 31.4
air-exposed 27.0 18.3 0 31.0 23.7

Figure 11. XPS depth profile of a 70-nm-thick LbL NC film
on ITO exposed to air for 5 min. Sputter profiling was per-
formed using a 3 keV Ar� beam at a current density of 20 �A
cm�2.

Figure 12. Oxidation of PbSe NC films. (a) Optical absorp-
tion spectra of an untreated spin-cast film and a treated
spin-cast film as a function of time in air. Samples were first
measured in an air-free sample cell and then exposed to air.
Untreated, oleate-capped films show no change after 25
min in air. In contrast, the first exciton peak of EDT-treated
films progressively blue-shifts and weakens with time. Plots
of the treated film correspond to 0, 2, 14, 26, and 65 min of
air exposure. (b) Time dependence of the source�drain cur-
rent of an LbL PbSe FET as a function of gate voltage be-
fore and after 5 min of air exposure. Air-exposed FETs be-
come very conductive and p-type, with Ion/Ioff � 1. Note the
similarity to the spin-cast film in Figure 9a (L � 23 �m, W �
2100 �m, t � 60 � 10 nm).
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described here is a general method for producing high-
quality NC films for device applications and (ii) the
main function of the EDT treatment is probably to de-

crease the inter-NC separation by removing oleate,
rather than to provide through-bond conduction be-
tween nanocrystals.

METHODS
Materials. Lead oxide (99.999%), selenium (99.99%), oleic acid

(technical grade, 90%), 1-octadecene (ODE, 90%), diphenylphos-
phine (DPP, 98%), tetrachloroethylene (TCE, 99.9	%), and anhy-
drous methanol, acetone, hexane, octane, and acetonitrile were
purchased from Aldrich and used as received. Trioctylphosphine
(TOP, technical grade, �90%) and 1,2-ethanedithiol (EDT, �98%)
were acquired from Fluka.

PbSe Nanocrystal Synthesis. Standard air-free techniques were
employed throughout. In a typical synthesis, 0.22 g of PbO was
dissolved in a mixture of 0.73 g of oleic acid and 10 g of ODE at
150 °C to yield a clear solution. A mixture of 3 mL of 1 M TOP-Se
and 28 mg of DPP was swiftly injected into the solution once its
temperature reached 180 °C, and the temperature was reduced
to 155–160 °C to allow the NCs to grow to the desired size. DPP,
which enhances the NC yield,27 was used in some but not all of
the syntheses. The solution was then cooled, 10 mL of hexane
was added, and the NCs were extracted with methanol and pre-
cipitated with acetone. Finally, the NCs were washed three times
with acetone and stored as a powder. The synthesis results in
monodisperse, oleate-capped PbSe nanocrystals that have been
characterized in detail elsewhere.28 We used several NC samples
in this study, each with an average NC diameter in the range of
6 – 8 nm.

Preparation of NC Films by Spin-Coating. All processing occurred in
a nitrogen glovebox. PbSe NC films were made by spin-coating
�100 
L of a 380 mg mL�1 NC solution in octane onto various
substrates, such as 1-in. sapphire windows, double-side-polished
intrinsic silicon substrates, glass coated with indium tin oxide
(ITO), or degenerate silicon coated with a 110-nm-thick thermal
oxide. As-made films were typically 450 nm thick with a peak-to-
valley roughness of �75 nm as measured in SEM cross sections.
To treat films with EDT, they were immersed in 0.1 M EDT solu-
tions in anhydrous acetonitrile for 3 min and blown dry in a
stream of nitrogen.

Preparation of NC Films by Layer-by-Layer Assembly. All processing
occurred in a helium glovebox. Substrates were dipped by hand
into a dilute solution of NCs in hexane (�5 mg mL�1) and then
slowly removed from the solution at a velocity of �0.5 cm s�1.
Once dry, substrates were dipped into a beaker containing 0.1 M
EDT in anhydrous acetonitrile for several seconds, quickly re-
moved, and allowed to dry before repeating the dipping se-
quence. Substrates were rotated 90° after each treatment in EDT
to ensure film uniformity. Careful dip-coating results in the addi-
tion of less than a monolayer of NCs with each step, yielding
smooth films across several square centimeters. Solutions of
higher NC concentration tend to deposit thicker NC layers per
cycle.

Film Characterization. Fourier transform infrared data were
taken on a Nicolet 510 FTIR spectrometer in transmission mode.
SAXS and WAXS measurements were carried out with a Scintag
X1 diffractometer (Cu K� radiation). A JEOL JSM-7000F field emis-
sion scanning electron microscope was used to image the films.
Optical absorption data were acquired with a Shimadzu UV-3600
spectrophotometer equipped with an integrating sphere. For
XPS analysis, samples were transferred in an inert atmosphere
from the fabrication glovebox to another glovebox integrated
with the ultra-high-vacuum tools, thus avoiding any exposure to
air. Films were analyzed “as-prepared” and without any sputter
cleaning. Data were obtained on a Physical Electronics 5600 pho-
toemission system using monochromatic Al K� radiation and a
pass energy of 29 eV. The films were found to charge slightly dur-
ing analysis, so spectra were aligned by placing the Pb 4f7/2

peak at the lowest observed binding energy of 137.3 eV (seen
on the EDT-treated films).

For electrical studies, PbSe NC films were deposited onto de-
generately doped silicon substrates coated with a 110-nm-thick

thermal SiO2 gate oxide. Source and drain electrodes (5 nm
Ti/35 nm Au) spaced 10 –50 
m apart were patterned onto the
SiO2 surface before NC deposition. When samples were made by
spin-coating, two rounds of NC deposition and EDT treatment
were used to prepare 75-nm-thick films free of through-film
cracks. The portion of each NC film covering the contact pads
and touching the underlying silicon substrate (the gate elec-
trode) was then removed with a swab. Field-effect measure-
ments were performed in a glovebox using a Keithley 236
source-measure unit (source�drain) and a Keithley 230 pro-
grammable voltage source (gate) driven by Labview software.
The noise limit of the setup was �10 pA. The resistance of the
untreated, oleate-capped NC films was always too large to mea-
sure with this equipment.
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